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11 ING, to pleaſe a party, or to de- 
fend the tenets and modes of worſhip. 
of any particular denomination of men, has too 
mucli of ſelf connected with it to ſuffer the mind 
to be totally unbiaſſed, and the thoughts to be 
truly liberal and 'unconfined. Perhaps one rea- 
ſon why Truth itfelf does not always make its 
vray to tlie reader's heart or underſtanding is, 
becauſe he is prejudiced before he begins to read; 
and he ſuſpects that the writer was ſo too before 
he began to write. The author of the following 
pages begs leave to aſſure the reader, that a no- 
bler motive than that of gratifying any par- 


ticular party prompted him, ſome years ago to 
write, and now to publiſh them to the world. 

He ſaw, with regret, a jealouſy or mutual 
diſtruſt likely to ſpread more and more between 


& > 2 | 5 the 


reader. 4 0 59 
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the Clergy of every denomination ind the laity ; 
and that the conſequence would be dangerous to 


the Church; he therefore contributes his mite 


towards a cloſer union of the Teachers and the 


People. And he reminds them, that, as love 


is the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtic of the diſciples 
of Chriſt, ſo this, and this alone is the cement 
which muſt bind, and keep both Teachers and 
Hearers cloſely united to each other. He would 
obſerve further, that the evil he guards againſt is 
not confined to any denomination of people what» 


ſoever. Human nature is the ſame in all; and the 
ſame cauſe will always produce the ſame effect. 


His motive then being an attempt to remove or 


prevent a common evil ; he may with the greater 
confidence claim the attention of every ſerious 


THE 


THE 


1 Theſſalonians, v. 12, 13. 


WE BESEECH YOU, BRETHREN, TO KNOW THEM 
WHO LABOUR AMONG YOU, AND ARE OVER YOU 
IN THE LORD, AND ADMONISH YOU; AND TO 
ESTEEM THEM VERY HIGHLY IN LOVE FOR 
THEIR WORK'S SAKE, 


T\HERE are few, if any, at this day, who are 
ſo fooliſh or audacious as to deny the Being of 

a God ; for, that there is ſuch a Supreme, Sell. 
exiſtent, and Intelligent Being, whom we call GOD, 


ee Nature cries aloud through all her works :” 


Therefore the heathens, in St, Paul's opinion, are left 
without excuſe, if they do not come to the knowledge 
of him; becauſe his ternal porver and godbead may 
be clearly ſeen, or demonſtrated from his works ; 
from thoſe great bodies that hang or revolve in liquid 


ether, as alſo from the curious ſtructure of all is ot 


ized bodies, particularly the human frame; nay, from 
every tree, plant, flower, and ſpire of graſs that 
ſprings from the ſurface of this habitable globe, 


Nov, as the Being who formed theſe things muſt 


be all-wiſe, and all knowing ; ſo he knoweth beſt 
and has a right alſo to preſcribe what Laws or Rules 
he pleaſeth whereby to regulate them. If then he 
hath preſcribed a Law to the Sun, Moon, and Planets, 
(as it 1s generally allowed) by which they move, or 

| are 
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are retained in their various orbits ; ſhall we deny 
that he hath-given to man, the. nobleſt and moſt in- 
telligent creature in this nether world, a rule or law, 
by which he is to ſteer, and regulate his actions? 

. Again, if he hath given ſuch a law, he muſt have 
promnlged, or made it known to man; otherwiſe ir 


would not be eoereive or binding. And where ſhall 


we find this law more clearly revealed than in the 
written word, the Scriptures of Truth? For, the 
Scripture, which is given” by Thſpiration of GOD, is 
profitable fer doctrine, for reproof, for correction, and 
for inſtruction in righteouſneſs||. And as this word or 
law came not by the will of man; (was not man's own 
invention) but holy men of God ſpate it, and penned it 
down, as they were moved by the Holy GH“: Sd it is 


neceſſary that they who expound and enforce it in e ve- 


ry age, ſhould be inſtructed, enlightened, of taught; 
Yea, and commiſſioned alſo, by the . Lawglver 
imſelf for this weighty- purpoſe. To think of any 

man's running upon this errand without being ſent; 
or acting as an Ambafſador from the King of Kings, 
without being commiſſioned, or property authorized 
by him, is enough to make a thinking man thudder, 
and the very blood run cold or ſtagnate in his veins. 

Bur, waving this conſideration for the preſent 
my purpoſe being an attempt to point out the mutual 
duty of thoſe who are really ſent of God to publiſh 
the terms of reconciliation to a guilty world ; and 
that of the people to whom they are ſent, with re- 
ſpect to each other: I ſhall . 


I. Conſider the duty of a chriſtian miniſter towards 


the people. 


II. The return which is to be made by the people 


to him, who faithfully diſcharges this duty. 


III. The good effect or advantages that will ariſe 


from the mutual and due performance of theſe du- 


ties, between the miniſters and the people. 


| 2 Tim: 3, 16. *'2 Pet, 1. 21. 
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I. The Apoſtle Paul, having planted a Church 
amongſt the Theſſalonians, and being driven from 
them by perſecution, and hindered from coming to 
reviſit them, according to his purpoſe, writes to com- 
fort, ſtrengthen, and confirm them; at the ſame time 
giving them many precepts, reſpecting the private 
duties which they owed to one another. But, leſt they 
ſhould think the miniſtry needleſs, from what he had 
ſaid at the ninth verſe of the former chapter, and the 
eleventh of this, he, in the words of the text, reminds 
them of their duty towards their Paſtors or 'Teachers 
(for it ſeems they were not without ſuch, even at 
this time ; Gop having perhaps raifed up ſome from 
among themſelves) and to this he exhorts them, in a 
moſt loving and -pathetic manner. And at the ſame 
time that he points out the duty of the people to- 


; * wards their Teachers, he indirectly ſhews the duty of 


chriftian miniſters alſo ; deſcribing them, not by the 
name of their Office, as Paſtors, Elders, or Miniſters, 
but by the work of it. | 
He ſeems to point out this work or duty in three 
particular branches of it in the words of the text ; that 
of labouring, which includes preaching the word, with 
all Kinds of inſtruction : that of ruling over or govern- 
ment, which takes in all kinds of difcipline : and 
that of admoniſhing, which implies all ſorts of godly 
exhortation, and the leſſer duties of the miniſterial 
function. | . h 

1. Thoſe, who are employed by Gop in calling ſin- 
ners to repentance, are frequently called labourers. in 
Scripture, 1 by our Lord himſelf. (Mat. 
v. 37, 38. Luke x. 1, 2.) And indeed their buſineſs, 
when properly confidered, may well be termed labour, 
and that both of body and mind. The word here 
uſed by the apoſtle, in the original ſignifies to labour 
hard, diligently, and patiently, even to laſſitude. And 
in this ſenſe it is uſed again by the Apoſtle, (1 Tim: 
v. 17.) Let the Elders, who rule well, be counted wor- 
thy of double honour ; eſpecially thoſe who labour in = 

wor 


through lack of knowledge 


or twice a week, which is ſubſtituted by ſome at this 


C3. 


word and doctrine. Which ſhews both the nature of 
the work of the miniſtry, that it is laborious; and 
the duty of miniſters therein, not to ſeek the honour 


and profit of the office, whilſt they refuſe the labour 
of it. They have the work of teaching, and over- 
fight or government, and admonition; and all theſe 
require labour.. So the Apoſtle charges Timothy to be 
inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, 1n preaching the 
word. And he tells the Corinthians, that he would 


_ gladly ſpend and be ſpent for their ſouls. 


. Certainly the duty of preaching is a labour very 
irkſome to fleſh and blood ; by no means calculated 
for eaſe, ſloth, or -ſelf-indulgence. It implies not 
only declaring the terms of Salvation to fallen mor- 
tals, and expounding the ſcriptures at large ; but, 
fince they who are to be inſtructed are for the moſt 


part dull in hearing, it requires line upon line, precept 


upon precept, here a little and there a little. It is ne- 
ceſſary to enter frequently into cloſe converſation 
with perſons in private concerning the ſtate of their 
ſouls ; to enquire what Ideas they have of the nature 
of true religion; to open their underſtanding, and 
to lead them to a more clear knowledge of divine 
things. He, who is converſant in this buſineſs, knows 
well that it is a labour which no language can ſuffi- 
ciently deſcribe. He knows what groſs darkneſs 
fin hath brought upon the human mind; and that 
men, though otherwiſe very keen and knowing in 
temporal concerns, are ſtupid as the wild aſs's colt, 
reſpecting things of the laſt importance. He feels 
the truth of thoſe words The heart is deceitful and 
deſperately wicked, who can know it?“ — And, 
when added to-this he finds the perſon's natural fa- 
culties impaired by age or infirmity, alas! how. does 


he travail in birth, and gtoan in ſpirit for thoſe, whom 


he ſees on the brink of eternity, and ready to periſh 


* 


Indeed the reading or delivering a Diſcourſe once 
day 


ads. | Gs. 3. Adin 
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ing uſed by Paul and Timothy, which it behoves every 
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day in the place of preachin * may very well com- 
rt wich luxurious eaſe and felf- indulgence; but 
ears very little reſemblance to the method of preach- 


preacher of the Geſpel to uſe as well as they. He 
that labours in the word, delights in the law of the 

Lord; meditates therein day and night; and there- 
fore is ready upon all eccaſions to bring. aut of bis 
treaſury things new and old. He doth not confine his 
Diſcourſeg to ſet times or places, but will preach from 
bo ſe to houſe ; yea, even in private converſation en- 
deavours to ſect forth Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified, 
Nor does he contentedly wait till ſome ignorant per- 
ſon comes to ſeek the Jew at his mouth ; or till ſome 
mourning ſin- ſick foul knocks at his gate enquiring 


the way to Zion; but, like his divine Mafter, he goes 


into the wilderneſs, and endeavours to bring Wan- 
derers back to the fold, and to the ſhepherd of ſouls 
from whom they had ſtrayed. 


Another thing, which much encreaſes the labour, 
and adds to the anxiety of the Teacher, is, that fre- 
quently, after he hath made ſome progreſs in the 
work, the Enemy of ſouls comes and tumbles down 
what he bath built, That ſubtle Enemy is conſtantly 
ſowing tares among the wheat. He throws out freſh 


lures to work upon the paſſions, to entangle men, 


and lead them into captivity. Often he makes them 
preſumptuous, careleſs and ſecure; at other times 
drives them to deſpair, He will endeavour to raiſe 
them on ſome pinnacle, that he may caſt them down 
with more violence ; or overwhelm them with gloomy 
thoughts, till he ſinks them in the lake of perdition. 
He will attack every avenue of the human heart, and 
draw it either to ſenſual pleaſures, or to love riches, 
Honours, or worldly magnificence. The Miniſter 
therefore muſt not be ignorant of ſatan's devices, 
and as a faithful ſhepherd muſt watch and guard his 
flock againſt this prowling wolf. He muſt frequently 


go about the fold to fee that none of the tender lambs 
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receive any hurt. Oh l what tears doth he ſhed.; 
what pray ers doth, he pour out; what ſleepleſs nights 
doth. he ſpend in thoughts, about his flock-!! - 
No it is evident that all this muſt fill the mind 

with ſolicitude and anxious cate, the effect of which 
upon the body few can be ignorant of. Indeed he 
that labours iu the word and doctrine needeth much of 
the wiſdom from above, ſeeing he is to inſtru per- 
ſons. of various capacities, various tempers, and va- 
rious purſuits : therefore he that winneth ſouls is iſe ; 
and they that be thus wiſe, ſhall fine as the bright- 
neſs of the firmament, and they that turn many to righte- 
ouſneſs, as the ſtars for ever and ever, (Dan: xii. 3.) 


2. The next branch of the miniſterial office al- 
luded to by the Apoſtle: in the words of the Text, is 
that of Ruling, Superintendency, or Church-Diſci- 
pline. This 1s a point of the utmoſt importance, and 
requires the ſerious attention both of the Miniſters 
and the People. But, as the form or mode of Church - 
Government has long been a ſubject of diſpute among 

Chrittians, I ſhall not pretend to ſettle the conteſt; 
It is allowed by all that ſome kind of diſcipline is 
neceſſary ; and 1 ſhall content myſelf at this time 
with offering a few things in a general way. 


It ſeems pretty clear that Gop defigned man ſhould 
be a ſociable being; that he ſhould hve in amity and 
friendſhip with his ſpecies. It ſeems equally clear 
that in every community ſome-regulations or kind of 
Government ſhould take place, * men's in- 
dercourſe with each other, both in temporals and in 

things pertaining to Gop. eh 
Among the antediluvians, even from Adam, the 
head of each family acted both as King and Prieſt, 
conſequently. exerciſed government or diſcipline both 
with reſpect to civil polity, - and alſo the worſhip of 
God, This, no doubt, was practiſed by Noah, and 
handed. down by him to his poſterity after the flood. 
And when Gop choſe Abraham and his poſterity ws 
. is 
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his peculiar people, ſep parate from thereſt of mankind ; 


he ex preſſiy appointed and regulated their whole 
economy, both in civil and eccleſiaſtical affairs. 


. When our Lord Jeſus Chriſt abrogated the Moſaic 
ceremonies, becauſe the types muſt of neceſſity ceaſe, 
when he the antetype was offered up; he did not by 
any means repeal the moral law; pot did he (hen he 
teproved the high prieſts and phariſees, and condemn- 
ed many irregularities 1 why eir temple) mean todeſtroy 
what exiſts in the nature of things, . kind 
of diſcipline and order in bis church. But he ſeems 
to have left a latitude as to the mode ĩ in ſmaller points, 
and in regard to different cuſtoms in different places 
and in, different ages, provided the eſſentials were 
adhered to among his followers “. 


When our Lord. ſent forth his diſeiples, che extent 
of the power which he committed to them ſeems to be 
this; a power to.preach the goſpel, or to declare the 
terme of pardon to condemned finners, and to receive 

0 his church, ſuch, as they thought fit to admit. 
a a power to exclude diforderly members, 
when they ſaw occaſion, or readmit ſuch as ſhewed 
ſigns of true repentance,and a deſire of being reſtored 
to. the, privileges of the Church, The former part of 
this power Peter began to exerciſe on the day of 
Pentecoſt ; but not to the excluſion of his brethren, 
as appears from John xx. 22,23. He preached 
Jeſus Chriſt, and remiſſion of fins through his name, 
to thoſe Who enquired of him and the reſt of the 
Apoſtles, ſaying—< Brethren, what ſhall we do? — 
Peter does not make any new terms of his own, or add 
to thoſe which his Lord had given, (Mark xvi. 16.) 
nor does he uſe any compulſive power over their will, 


more than barely exhorting them to yy themſelves 
from this untoward generation. | 


Another part of this power we find St. Paul exer- 
we (1 Cor. v. 3» 3. 5 with reſpect to the inceſtu- 
B 2 ous 
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ous Cortathian ; at leaſt exhorting the Church at Co- 
rinth to exerciſe it, and declaring, that he would be 
8 with them in ſpirit, whilſt they were exclu- 
ing that diſorderly member from their communion, 
Perhaps they have ſome truth on their fide, who con- 
tend that the word Church here referred to, as well as 
that in Matt. xviii. 17. includes ſome of the principal 
lay-members, as well as the Apoſtles or Preachers of 
the word: and that the diſcipline or power exerciſed 
belonged to them conjointly : that they acted as 
Judge and Jury do with us. The Jury hear the- cauſe 
In the preſence of: the Judge; then acquit * or con- 
den. The Judge does not make, but declare the 
laws; and pronounces ſentence according to the de- 
cifion of the Jury. I ſhall not determine this queſ- 
non, "nor does it affect the chief point which I have 
in view. | O31 44 | G J $17: | e 
When any were awakened or converted by the 
miniſtry of the Apoſtles, they voluntarily put them- 
ſelves undef their cate and inſtruction, and eſteemed 
them as Angels of God. Still the Teachers did not 
exerciſe any power over their conſcience; but prayed 
them, in Chriſt's ſtead, to be reconciled to Gop; 
and when reconciled, they endeavoured: to build them 
up in their moſt holy faith. When the Apoſtles and 
Elders came together fo conſider of that queſtion, 
recorded in. the xvth chapter of the Acts, and had 
agreed concerning it, they wrote to the Church at 
Antioch, in the mildeſt terms, fimply declating their 
judgment, and recommending to refrain from ſuch 
and ſuch things ; but ulibg no threatnihg or compul- 
MCT OC ITT ONT 4468 
The Church-power which Chriſt gave was deſigned 
by him to be, like himſelf, of.a peaceable nature, 
To. make of 'twain one, and to reconcile ſuch as were 
at enmity before. The Officers, who were to bear 
rule in his Church; and to act by his authority; were 
to be meek and humble, like their maſter ; and their 
; TOTO RIA, govern- 
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ment alſo was to be mild, and not conducted | 

olicy and worldly prudence. When he commands 
15 ſervants to compel thoſe who were without to come 


in, and to become ſubjects of his kingdom, he does 


not mean they ſhould do it by the ſword, by burn- 


ing faggots, and a fiery zeal, And when he grants 


his officers a diſpenſation to expel diſorderly mem- 
bers, he does not allow them to uſe wantonneſs, or 
to lord it over his heritage. They ſhould remember 
that they themſelves are but ſervants, and may be 
turned out of office whenever he pleaſes. | 


- Whoever is in the leaſt acquainted with mankind 
will allow, that it is as natural for man to aim at 
power, as it is for him to breathe. He, who hath 


purſued the human heart through all her various 


mazes and windings, ſo as to ſee the ſecret ſprings 


that actuate her, will confeſs, with the wiſe man, 


that he who trufleth in his own heart is a fool. A 
writer of the laſt century obſerves, © Whenever any 
ſet or ſynod of Miniſters take upon them a delegated 
power in or over the Church, to act as Chriſt's ander- 
agents, and not as ſervants only, they never did, nor 
ever will know how to ſet any limits to ſuch a power.“ 
And whenever they begin to ſolace themſelves with 


| the thoughts of Security, and conſequently of their 


own importance ; when they are ready to uſe that 
language—] fit as a Aten, or 6 We have got the 


they are vety near a fall ; for, they gradually and 
mperceptibly leave Gop out of the queſtion, and ſo 

vthie to a ſhameful end. : 
The Apoſtle gives us to underſtand in the Text, 
tat the government or diſcipline he alludes to ſhould 
b in the Lord; either to diſtinguiſh it from civil 
geernment, or to ſhew the origin and end of it. It 
is rom the Lord by inftitutian ; and ſhould be ma- 
nazd by his laws, and in his Spirit, and directed to 
hiservice and glory as the chief end. | 
As 


de into our own hands, and who ſhall gainſay us?“ 


6049 


As the Church of Chriſt is frequently in ſcripture 
termed a vineyard ; ſo the epithet of vine-dreffer may 
not unfitly be given to a Miniſter who labours in it; 
and as ſuch it is his buſineſs to lop off the unfruitful 
branches, at leaſt ſuch as bring forth wild grapes. He 
muſt ſever the precious from the vileF : muſt exclude 
from Chriſtian privileges thoſe who zvalk diſorderly, and 
bring a ſcandal upon the name of Chriſt. He muſt 
rebuke before all, them that fin ; and rebuke with all 
authority, that others alſo may fear d. a 


A Miniſter of Chriſt, like a ſkilful and faithful ſur- 
geon, mult not only probe deep till he finds the bot- 
tom of the wound ; but, when occafion requires, muſt 
uſe corroſives and deſperateexpedients for his patient's 
health. He will not ſkin the wound ſlightly before 
the unſound fleſh is cut away, knowing the 45 erous 
conſequence that may enſue, if it ſhould break out 
again. Though this may be painful to the patient, 
and alſo irkſome to himſelf (for it is ſurely an unpleaſ- 
ing, but a neceſſary part of the miniſterial office) yet 
Mill he goes on with his work, knowing that lenity 
here would be miſtaken kindneſs, and hoping that 
the patient, when he comes to reflect ſeriouſly, will 
be thankful to him for the faithful diſcharge of his 
duty. But ſhould he meet only with injurious and 
reproachful returns mingled with reſentment, he ſtill 
preſerves an unruffled ſuperiority of mind. | 

Indeed this part of the miniſterial function requires 
the greateſt reſolution (yet mixed with proper pru- 
dence) to accept no man's perſon; boldly to reprove 
the vices of the great; to denounce the awful thun- 
ders of God's word even againſt a Herod, as well a: 
the meaneſt peaſant ; and to ſet the mark of infam 
upon dignified adulterers : Not to court the ſmiles 
or fear the frowns of potentates or nobles; but to x 
towards all with an equal impartiality. 57 
3. The third part of the miniſterial office here [- 
luded to by the Apoſtle, is that of admoniſbing, wa- 
PR * n · 

+ Jer. xv. 19. § 1 Tim. v, 20. Tit. ii. 15. 


8 
ing, or exhorting. The word frequently occurs in 
the New Teſtament, though ſometimes differently 
tranſlated ; and fignifies putting into the mind by way 
of inſtruction, or upon the mind by way of council, 
threatning or reproof, and that either publickly or 
privately, | be 


This buſineſs, indeed, is not confined to Miniſters 
only; but may, and ought to be uſed by every perſon 
towards his neighbour, according to his capacity, 
ability, or opportunity; provided he does it with 
prudence. and brotherly love, This 1s evident from 
the following paſſages of ſcripture : Lev. xix. 17.— 
Rom: xii. 8.—and xv. 14.—Col. ii. 16.—1 Theſ : 
iv. 18.—v. 11.—2 Theſ. iii. 15.—Heb.— iii. 13. Yet 
ſtill it is more peculiarly the province of thoſe, who 
are commiſſioned of Gop to call finners to repentance, 
and to warn them to fly from the wrath to come: 
And there is large ſcope for the exerciſe of this duty 
at all times, and in all places, ſo that it can ſcarce- 
ly be ſaid to be unſeaſonable at any time, when we 
conſider the value of immortal ſouls, and the numbers 
that are ruſhing forward in the broad road that lead- 
eth to deſtruction. 


II. Having given this ſhort ſketch of the duty of 
a chriſtian Migiſter; I come in the next place to point 
out the duty of the People, towards thoſe who are 
over them in the Lord; and who faithfully diſcharge 
their duty. 


1. And firſt, they are to kyow them ; to mark and 
take cognizance of them and their work; to own them 
in their office, to have regard to their teaching, and 
to ſubmit to their government. To knozy them, may 
alſo ſignify to diſtinguiſh them from others who are 
mere h:relings, or who have taken this office upon them 
without divine authority, or merely for the ſake of 
filthy lucre. The one may eaſily be diſtinguiſhed from 
the other by the fruits which they bear: a good 7zree 
caunot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a 1 tree 

ring 
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bring forth good fruit. To know, alſo, in ſcripture 
language, is put for a mark of approbation, or to 
expreſs the will and affections: ſo it is ſaid, the Lord 
knoweth the way of the righteaus||, that is, knows it ſo 


as to approve : and David faith, I will not know 4 
wicked per ſou®, 280 Vente 


2. When the people are acquainted wich ſuch 
faithful Teachers as have been already deſcribed, and 
can diſtinguiſn them by their zeal, their diligence, 
and their labour of love; then it is their duty to / 
teem them very highly in love for their works ſake. To 
pay them all due reſpect for the pains they take to 
8 their ſpiritual good. The word here uſed 

y the Apoſtle, in the greek carries ſuch an emphaſis 
as cannot well be expreſſed in Engliſh, importing 
love and eſteem even to an Hyperbole. Their love 
was to be joined with eſteem, and eſteem with love, 
and both theſe to abound and ſuperabound towards 


them. Love begets eſteem, and eſteem alſo produces 


loye. Let the Elders who rule well (ſaith the Apoſtle 
to Timothy) be counted worthy of double honour, 
eſpecially they who labour in the word and doftriney. 
ere is contained the whole duty of the people towards 
their- miniſters, on account of their work, whether 
it be that of teaching, ruling, or admonition. Their 
work is in itſelf honourable, as tending to the people's 
falvation : and though their perſons may be mean, 
yet eſteem, reverence, and love are due to them for 
their work : or, if they deſerve it on any other account, 
yet their work is to be the chief reaſon or principal 
ground of the great reſpect which is due to them. | 


Reſpect and eſteem is their due alſo upon the account 
of Him in whoſe name they come ; as Ambaſſadors, 
when they come to deliver their credentials, uſually 
receive peculiar reſpect and honour on account of 
their Maſter. So faith our Lord, He that recetrveth 
re hom ſoe ver I ſend, receiveth me, aud he that receiveth 

me 
j| Pfal. i. 6. Pfal. ei. 4. § 1 Tim. v. 17, ; 


. . Mi, rg 


„ 
mi rert i veth him that ſent me. He that deſpiſerb you 


deſpiſerh me, and be that deſpiſerb me, deſpiſeth Him that 


The Ambaſtadors of Chriſt are to be diſtinguiſhed | 


with peculiar honour and reſpect, not only on account 
of the great Perſonage in whole name they come; 
580 in regard to the great Embaſſy wherewith they 
are entruſted; namely to offer an eternal oblivion of 
hell deſerving rebels; and that upon the eafieſt terms 
that ever could, or ever can be offered to the ſons 
of Adam. Nay, moreover to offer them an eternal 


crown, and a place in the heavenly manſions, where 


they may baſk amidſt unſullied bliſs, in the preſence 
of their Monarch for ever and ever. What are the 
embaſſies or commiſſions from the greateſt earthly 
potentates, when compared to this! Therefore the 
Church is taught to receive the Heralds or Meſſengers 
of Gop with ſuch acclamations as theſe: Horo beau- 
tiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings, that publiſbeth Peace and Salvation\ ! 

3. Again, the honour which is due from the —_— 
to the Elders who rule well, implies alſo a competent 
proviſion or maintenance. This is undoubtedly the 
meaning of the word Honour in Matt. xv. 6. and 


1 Tim. v. 3, 16.--Thart a proper maintenance is due 
to the Miniſters of Chriſt is plain from many paſſages 


of Scripture. St, Paul having declared that they 
who labour in teaching the word ſhould be counted 
rv hy of double honour, adds in the next verſe, —7he 
labourer. is worthy of his reward. And to the Corin- 
thians he ſaith, If we have ſown unto you ſpiritual 
things, is it a great thing if we ſhall reap your carnal 
(or temporal) things} ? Our Lord alſo faih—The 
workman, or labourer, is worthy of his hire. 


'This is not only plain from Scripture, but evident 
from the very reaſon of the thing, that they, who 
: | C devote 


* John xii 20. Luke x. 16. $ Ifaiah lii. 7. 
1 1 Cor. ix. 11. + Matt. x. 10. Luke x. 7, 


par offences, and everlaſting peace and happineſs to 
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devote their whole time, labour, and ſtudy to the 


ſervice of others, ſhould have a maintenance from 


them. Therefore, even among the heathen nations, 


whenever we read of a Temple erected and Prieſts 


appointed to officiate in it, there was alſo a prope?? 


proviſion made for their Subſiſtence. Let the Deiſt 
then and the Free-thinker vent all their wir, and 
ſneer at the whole work of the Miniſtry, calling it a 
Trade, Prieſt-craft, or a trick of Statc-policy ; yet 
the great and the wile, in every age and nation, have 
paid deference to thoſe employed in it, and have re- 
warded them with peculiar honour and reſpect. 


As to what may be deemed a competent mainte- 
nance for thoſe who labour in the word and doctrine, 
J will not pretend to define it, or to fix the ſtandard. 
It may alter according to the circumſtances: of time 
and place. But I think it ſhould be far beneath any 
thing that would promote luxury, vain pomp, or 
ſelf-indulgence. Having food and raiment, ſaith St. 


Paul, let us therewith be content. They that will be 


rich, fall into temptation and a ſnare, and into many 
fooliſh: and hurtful deſires, which drown men in deſiruc- 
tion and perdition. But thou, O man of God (Timothy) 
Nee theſe things*. _ * 

Having briefly mentioned the love, eſteem, ho- 
nour, and maintenance that is due from the People 
to their ſpiritual Teachers and Guides; I would have 
it always remembered, that this is due to thoſe only 
who are diligent, faithful labourers 1n the vineyard : 
who feed Chriſt's flock : who are over them in the Lord, 
but do not lord it over God's heritage. Who are rea]- 
ly ſent, or appointed of God to this important work; 
and who undertake the arduous taſk at his command, 
with fear and trembling, not for filthy lucre, or with 
an eye to temporal promotion; but with a ſingle eye 
to promote the glory of God, in the ſalvation of im- 
mortal ſouls. | | 1 


* 1 Tim, vi. 8, 9. 17. 


* 
If any have preſumed to run upon this errand, 
without being ſent by Him who has authority to 
- fend; I have his written word to ſupport me, when 
I fay. they ſhall not profit the people]. And though 
hey have propheſied in his name, and in his name have 
done many wonderful works ; perhaps wrote books, 
and delivered many excellent diſcourſes ;. yet he will 
declare unto them, [ never knew you, (there never was 
a time that I approved of you) Depart from me. 
And, if they had an eye only to the good things of 
this life, then, after they have enjoyed them for a 
ſhort ſeaſon, their final portion will be to lift up 
their eyes, with the rich man, in everlaſting tor- 
ments. | | 


. 


III. I come now, in the third place, to point out the 
Advantages which will ariſe from the mutual and 
due performance of theſe duties between the Miniſ- 
ters and the People. 


1. When the Miniſters are faithful in the diſcharge i 
| of their duty, do labour hard in teaching the word, 
not ſparing themſelves : when they are zealous in 
promoting godlineſs, boldly admoniſh the people, N 
and cenſure vice impartially in every rank and order; | 

this will be the beſt means to convince the people | 
that they have nothing elſe in view but the good of | 
their ſouls. They will therefore pay the more at- | 
tention to their word, receiving it in love as the word | 
of. Gop ; they will eſteem them very highly for zheir 4 
work's ſake, and they will the, more readily. ſubmit ; 
themſelves to their diſcipline, as to men who watch 
for their ſouls, and mult give an account. 


2. Again, whilſt the People love, reverence, and 
eſteem theſe godly, zealous, and laborious Miniſters, 
ſubmatting to their godly admonitions, and adminil- 
tring to their neceſſities in temporals, according to 
their power; this kind reception will ſerve to hold | 

G4 up 
| 


| Jer, xxili, 32. | | 
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up the Teacher's hands, will render their heavy bur- 
den more tolerable, and will make them go on more 
chearfully in their work and labour of love, Har- 
Mony, concord, and reciprocal confidence will take 
place between the People and their Miniſters; and 
the people alſo will be at peace amongſt themſelves, 
Thus, by the mutual performance of their reſpective 
duties, they would help each other forward in the 
high-way of holineſs; the kingdom of Satan would 
daily fuffer loſs, and the kingdom of CHRIST be 
more and more enlarged, till Ferutsalem would be- 
come the praise of the whole earth. 


Tf, on the contrary, theſe duties are neglected by 

either party, the conſequences may be highly dan- 
gerous to the Church. For, thus ſaith the Lord unto 
the ſhepherds ; ye eat the fat, and ye clothe you with, 
the wool; but ye feed not the flock, The diſeaſed have 
ye not ſtrengthened, neither have ye healed that which 
was ſick, neither have ye bound up that which was bro - 
ken, neither have ye brought again that which was driven 
away, neither have ye ſought that which was loſt ; but 
with force and with cruelty have ye ruled them. And 
they were ſcattered becauſe there is no ſhepherd: and 
they became meat to all the beaſts of the field, when they 
were ſcattered. My ſheep wandered through all the 
mountains, and upon every high hill : yea my flock was 
ſcattered upon all the face of the earth, and none did ſearch 
or ſeek after them*. And now, O ye prieſts, thus ſaith 
toe Lord of Hoſts,' ye are departed out of the way; ye 
have cauſed many io flumble at the law ; ye have corrupt- 
ed the covenant of Levi. Therefore have I alſo made 
you contemptible and baſe before all the people, according 
as ye have not kept my ways, but have been, partial in 
the late. | 


From theſe paſſages it appears that the neglect of 
the Shepherds is highly prejudicial both to themſelves 


and to the people; and that both in reſpe& to the 
pretent, and a future life. 


„ 
* Ezek, xxxiv. 23 37 45 5 | Mal. 11. 8, 9 
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On the other hand, if the people have been duly. 
warned, and yet have rejected the godly admonitions 
repeatedly giventhem by their faithful watchmen; then 


their blood ſhall be upon their own heads, the watch- 
men have delivered their own ſouls. And Gop will 
juſtify Himſelf in ſuch words as theſe :—What could 
have been done more to my vineyard, that I have not done 
in it ? 1 have ſent unto you all my ſervants the prophets, 
rifing up early and ſending them; riſing up early and 
ſpeaking, but ye heard not: I called you, but ye anſwer- 
ed not. Therefore becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed ; 
I have ftretched out my hand, and no man regarded; but 


ye have ſet at nought all my counsel, and would none of 


my reproof: I also will laugh at your calamity, I will 
mock when your fear cometh. Then ſhall ye call upon me, 
but I will not anſwer ; ye ſhall ſeek me, but ye ſhall not 
find me. O Iſrael thou haſt deflroyed thyſelf}. / 


I beg leave now to conclude with a word of exhor- 
tation, firſt to thoſe Miniſters who are really ſent of 
Gop; Secondly to the People. And let me intreat 


the candid reader to conſider, not who it is that 


writes; but what it is that is written, | 


Ve that bear the veſſels of the Lord, be ye clean 
yourſelves; then the Lord will ge before you, and 
the God of Iſrael will be your rereward. Cry aloud 
and ſpare not; lift up your voice like a trumpet, 
and ſhew the people their tranſgreſſion, and their 
fins. Divide the word of truth aright : give each 
hearer his portion in due ſeaſon. Feed the flock of 
Chriſt, which he has purchaſed with his own blood, 
Fake forth the precious from the vile, and the Lord 
will ſave thee and deliver thee out of the hand of the 
wicked, and out of the hand of the terrible. Be not 
diſcouraged in the arduous taſk, for, in a ſhort time 
ye ſhall reap, if ye faint not. Let malice rail, envy 
aſperſe, wit ridicule, do ye look down upon them 
as idle, impotent noiſe, And though ye may __ 

| | wit 


T Is : v. 4.— Jer. vii. 13, 25, —Prov. i. 24—28,—Hoſ; xiii. 9. 
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with taunts, gibes, and cruel mockings from the 
hardened unthinking many ; yet even in the worſt of 
times, a faithful ſervant of Gop will find ſome, who 
will love and eſteem him for his work's ſake. Yea, 
even the wicked (if they are not deſperately harden- 


ed) do ſecretly approve of true religion, and retain 


4 reſpect for thoſe who ſeem to be the happy poſ- 
ſeſſors of it. 


Be ye then faithful unto death, and when the great 
Shepherd ſhall appear, he will give you a crown of 
life; and will at the ſame time, add theſe comfortable 
words, —ye have been faithful over a few things, Iwill 


make you rulers over many things, enter ye into the joy 


of your Lord. 


Let me entreat you that are hearers, to take heed 
Bot, and what ye hear. Search the Scriptures dai- 
ly, and ſee whether theſe things be ſo. Bring every 
thing to the law and tothe teſtimony. Know them that 
labour among you; and if they do it faithfully, then 


eſteem them very highly in love for their work's ſake, 


Submit yourſelves to the godly admonitions of thoſe 
who rule over you in the Lord ; for they watch for 
your ſouls, as they that muſt give an account ; that 


they may do it with joy, and not with grief. Do not 


add to their burthen, or make their buſineſs more 
irkſome than is needful; Sympathize with them in. 
their ſufferings, and feel their cares. Thus will 
love transfuſe itſelf through each of your boſoms; 
ye will ſeem to be actuated by one ſoul ; ye will have 
the mind that was in Chriſt : ye will live in peace, 
and the God of love and peace ſhall be with you. 


But, if ye are ready to complain, with David and 
the Church of old ; — There is not one godly man left ; 
and The faithful are miniſhed from among the children 
of men. Let me remind you of that promiſe of Gop, 
which is ftill upon record for you: — Though the 
Lord give you the bread of adverſity, and the water of 
afflition, yet ſhall not thy teachers be removed into a 

cor- 
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corner any more, but thine eyes ſhall ſee thy teachers, 
Be hence encouraged. And though many falſe pro- 
phets are gone out into the world; yet Try their Spi- 
rits, by weighing them in the balance of Scripture, 
reaſon, and common ſenſe, and ye ſhall know whether 
they are of Gop or not. Ye ſhall know them b 

their fruits. Pray ye alſo the Lord of the harveſt, 
that he would ſend forth more labourers into his 
harveſt. Thoſe whom ye find heartily engaged in 


Gop's work, willing to ſpend and to be ſpent, ſo as 


they may win ſouls, receive, embrace, cheriſh, in 
your boſoms, and hold ſuch in reputation. 


Thus ſhall ye, and they experience here a pretaſte of 
heavenly bliſs, and hereafter ye ſhall meet on Zion's 
hill, to join the triumphant throng, who ſhall praiſe 
their common Lord through the countleſs ages of a 
boundleſs eternity ! = Amen, 


October 20, 1782. 


FINIS. 


+ Ifaiah xxx. 20. 
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